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EDITORIAL LETTERS—NO. 3. 


Wintersett, Iowa, Sep. 18, 
My dear Wife,— 

The close of my last letter left meat 
Burlington, Iowa, the first point I vis- 
ited in that. new and flourishing state. 
The town is located immediately on 
the Mississippi river, on a very bro- 
ken piece of ground, which will re- 
quire a vast deal of labor in order to 
give it a proper grade. At present 
the city is built partly in the deep val- 
leys and partly on the nnmerous 
bluffs that rise in almost every direc- 


tion. Notwithstanding these natural 


obstacles, Burlington is a very flour- 
ishing place, and, in the construction 
of its business houses, and the great 
amount of its trade, bas quite a city 
appearance. The congregation of 
Disciples that was organised there a 
few years ago, principally I believe by 
the labors of Henderson, is at 
present almost, extinct. 1 found but 
two brethren. inf: the place, Brethren 
Neeley and Harris, both of whom ex- 
tended to me their hospitalities during 
my short stay. I learned they did 
not meet at all as a congregation, 
having neither preacher, house, nor 
hearers. I proposed speaking for them 
9 


at night, but as they would have had 


to pay five dollars fora room, with 


little prospect of a hearing, it was 
thought advisable not to make an ef- 
fort. Still 1 think by a judicious course 
on the part of an efficient laborer, and 
the few remaining brethren, the cause 
of Primitive Christianity might be re- 


suscitated and sustained in the midst 


of the wordly-mindedness and secta- 
rian opposition which prevails there. 
By the politeness of Bro. Jacob Eas- 
ter I was relieved from the tedium of a 
stage ride to the residence of our son, 
in Appanoose Co., as he kindly offered 
me a seat in his private conveyance, 
being on his way home to Van Buren 
Co., and purposing in a few days to 
journey west directly through Appa- 
noose Co. I gladly accepted his off- 
er, and the first day rode some twenty 


odd miles to the residence of a Mr. 


Snider, a relative of his. The sun 
being up some two hours when we ar- 
rived, it was proposed that I should 
preach at night at a school house near 
at hand. Accordingly we repaired to 
the house at the appointed hour, where 
I found quite a large congregation. I 
addressed them on the importance of 
the word of God. 

The next day we resumed our jour- 
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greatly in advance of many of our own ‘report of the fiscal agent, Brother N. 
brethren, even those who are preach- A. McConnel, was very encouraging. 
ers. | bi The great difficulty seemed to be to get 
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ney, and late at night arrived at the/found not only our son and his wife, 
home of Bro. Easter. The next day/but also a chubby little grand-son- 
being Saturday, runners were sent|baby, who was rocked in a cradle 
out through the broad prairies, an-|made by taking the lid off an ancient 
nouncing that I would preach on Lords|trunk. which had formerly been the 
‘day at a school house in the neighbor-|property of his great-grand-mother. 
hood. In the morning I was gratified|To this topless trunk was appended a 
to find a very large audience, which I| pair of home-made rockers, while two 
addressed on the plan of salvation ;|hickory bows placed above served as 
and again at night on the subject of|a support for that indispensible article 
justification. On Monday morning Ijin the “ Mississippi valley ””—a mos- 


‘resumed my journey as a passenger quito bar. 


with brother Easter. We traveled} From Appanoose Co. I went di- 
two days through beautiful prairies rectly to Oskaloosa, the County seat 
and groves of timber, which are found of Mehaska Co. and one of the most 
in lowa almost exclusively along. the flourishing inland towns in the State. 
water courses. We passed through ‘We have a very interesting congrega- 
the towns of Keosogua, Bloomfieid. tion there under the care of our much 


and Centerville, and owing to a esteemed brother, Hider Aaron Chat- 
‘delay occasioned by the temporary terton. The brethren have finished 
-Jameness of ‘one of the horses, failed 


in a very neat manner one of the best 
to reach the residence of our son by meeting-houses we have seen in the 


some five miles. This to me was a Western Country. We would advise 
great disappointment, but I soon our brethren in Iowa, who intend - 
found although among strangers building, to go and examine the Os- 


I was with a kind and intelligent fam- Kaloosa house, especially its internal 
ily. I learned during the evening that arrangement. We found the “ lowa 


our host, Mr Welsh, was a method- State Meeting,” or rather perhaps the 
_ ist preacher, and as orthodox as I meeting of the “Home Missionary 


could wish on the slavery and whisky Board,” in session when we arrived.— 
questions. I passed the night very The attendance of preachers and 
agreeably and in the morning partook ‘btethren from a distance was very 
of the best gotten up breakfast I had small, but the evening sessions and 


‘seen for a’ long while. found the’ day meetings were well attend- 


family religious devotions of this house ed by the citizens of the place. The 


After breakfast we went on to our suitable laborers in the field. Upon 


‘sons, and after dinner I parted with inquiry it was found that all the 


Bro. Easter and his: companions, who preaching brethren present were en- 
continued their course westward. I gaged cultivating their respective 
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fields,. which would, necessarily suffer 
should they engage to labor for the | 
Missionary Board. I had the plea- 
sure of hearing several good discourses 
during the meeting, and on Lords-day | 
night addressed a very large congre- 

gation myself. On Monday night, af- 


which. had just made its appearance 
in Osceola, it was deemed expedient 
to hold our meetings in the country. 


I addressed the people at different 


points in the county, once on Friday, 


twice on Saturday, and twice on Lords- 


day ; and, considering the shortness of 


ter a discourse from Bro. McConnel, | the notice, and some excitement about 


there were five persons confessed their 
faith in the Son of God, and were im- 
mersed by Bro. Chatterton the next. 
day. I did not meet with as much en- 
-couragement in my enterprise as I an- 
ticipated, although I obtained sev- 
eral subscribers. During my stay | 
made my home at the house of Bro. 
Chatterton. | 

On Tuesday evening I started by 
‘stage for Osceola, the county seat of 
Clark Co, at which point I arrived on 
‘Thursday at noon, having past through 
the towns of Eddyville on the Des 
Moine river; Albia, the county seat 
of Monroe; and Charidan, the county 
seat of Lucas Co. These towns are 
all small, and in an older country 
would be considered but villages ;. 
still they indicate an improvement of 
the country unparalleled in the settle- 
ment of the older States. ‘From Os- 
ceola I went. the same day. to the re- 
sidence of my friend, Bro. James Pol- 
ly, who resides some three miles from 
town. I found on my arrival a wed- 
ding party assembled to witness the 
marriage of his yonngest daughter, 
which accordingly took place in a 
‘short time. I found several 
brethren who, although readers of the 
Magazine, were personally strangers 


the sickness in town, my congrega- 
tions were large and attentive. We 
have some excellent brethren in Clark 
Co. and with proper public teaching 
might soon obtain the ascendency 
there. Besides, there is a strong anti- 
slavery sentiment extant, which al- 
ways speaks well both for the heads 
and the hearts of any community.— 
During my sojurn in Clark Co. l-en- 
joyed mainly the hospitalities of Bro. 
James Polly and Bro. Wm. McIntosh, 


acceptably in word and doctrine, 
Asever, yours, J.B. 


THE BIBLE IN SCHOOLS. 


The Bibles is beyond all controversy, 
the best book of education in the world. 
It is the best book for the formation of 
children’s minds, the best book for their 
acquisition and preservation of a pure 
idiomatic style in their native language; 
the best book to_promote and secure the 
purposes of family government; the 
best book to make our children en- 
lightened and good citizens of the re- 
public; the best book, in fine, to pre- 
serve them from all evil, and train them 
up in all good. dh in 
| A powerful. volume might be written 
on its excellence as a school book, and 
on the importance of still keeping it, 
where our forefathers laid it, as the 
cornerstone of our invaluable system 
of, public education. If you take it 


_ Owing to, the prevalence of cholera, 


away, the system not only becomes 
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worthless, but absolutely pernicious. | writing the characters of heaven 
Imbue a single rising g.neration with | the soul r than all succeeding im- 
_ the various knowledges of our day, and | pressions. How beneficient, how salu-- 
leave out the knowledge and the fear of tary in all its enlightening and elevat- 
God in his word, and you have already | ing influences is the daily appropriate 
made broad provision for your coun-|use of the Bible in school ! | 
try’s rnin. You have gathered fuel of 
ambition and irreligion, which any » 
bold mind may set fireto. IfLordBa-| | ELISHA AND NAAMAN. 
con could talk of knowledge alone,| Tue fame of any great prophet was 
without the mingling of God’s truth and ‘swiftly spread all over the East. All 
love in it, as being a pernicious and nations then lived in miracles, and 
dangerous aliment to older minds,/ were delighted whenever a truly great 
much more is it dangerous and: hurt-| prophet arose. Thus the fame of Eli- 
ful to the minds of children. sha penetrated the gates of Damacus, 
Our education needs a religious cle- and resounded in the court of Syria.— 
ment; for it is not education alone that}We can almost imagine we hear the 
will save us; but will merely train aj gossip of the harem of the noble Naa- 
skillful race of gladiators for the arena} man, Captain of the host. The favor- 
of political strife. The only source of|ite wife of the chieftain is conversing 
that element of safety is the word of}with her slave, a-dark-eyed Jewish 
God. And if you take the word of God | girl, taken, captive in some foray over 
from your common schools, you are|the borders. 
teaching infidelity and practical athe-| ‘ Would God,” exclaims the girl, 
ism to the whole nation. You are fil-|*‘ that Naaman, my master, were with 
ling the mind with elements, that with-| the prophet that is in Samaria, for he 
out the safeguard of divine truth, are} would heal him of his leprosy.” 
sure to become fiery, bitter, and poison| ‘How sayest thou ?” replied the lady 
ous. In its general influence over the|‘‘a prophet who can heal the leprosy @ 
minds of our children and ove: the whole |Surely thou ravest; such a thing was 
business of educationgthe Bible in our} never heard of.” 
schools is invaluable? Itisaconstantha-| is no harder,” replies the slave, 
bitual nourishment, an uninterrupted, |“ than many things he has done.” 
systematic influence over tender minds| ‘And what? Let us hear some of 
at the most susceptible age—as steady, | his mighty works.” 
as cheerful, as healthful, as the light of} ‘‘Once upon atime,” replies the 
the sun. In this way a great many chil-/| damsel, “the prophet received a pre- 
dren are blessed with the privilege of|sent of twenty loaves of barley-bread, 
listening daily to the word of God, who,| and some grain in the ear. <A _ great 
alas! would never hear it read in the} company was following him, and they 
family; and this is one highly-impor-| were tired and hungry. ‘ Here,’ said 
tant reason for maintaining it. It|he to his boy Gehazi, ‘ give these folks 
brings the children, even the abandon-|something to eat.’ :: 
ed, the vicious, the worthless—offami-| ‘'*‘ What!’ said Gehazi, with his eyes 
lies where no family altar was éver|starting out of his head, “should I set 
dreamed of—to the daily recognition of|this before a hundred men?’ | 
a heavenly Father, and the daily table} ‘‘ ‘Give the people to eat,’ said the 
of that bread which he has provided for prophet, ‘ for thus saith the Lord, they 
the soul. This seems acting somewhat) shall eat and leave thereof.’ And so 
in the spirit of the Bible itself. This is|they did. They ate as much as they 


% 
= 
* 
; 4 
2 
> 
the 
wa 
s, 
AD 


NORTH-WESTERN CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE. 133 


wanted, and had more when they left 
off than when they begun.” 

A brave tale!” the lady, 
“a right noble prophet ; but hast thou 
not another ?” 

** Yea, there would be no end to the 
telling of them. Once the sons of the 
prophets went to build them a sum-. 
mer-house by Jordon. One of them 
was felling a tree by the brink, and his 
axe-head flew off, and sunk in the 
deep water. ‘ Alas, master,’ cried he, 
‘for it was borrowed!’ ‘ Where fell 
it? said the prophet. ‘There,’ said 
he, pointing to the spot. And Elisha 
threw in a stick, and the iron came up 
to the top of the water.” 

“Go on! go on!” cries the lady, 
with true Oriental love of story-telling ; 
while all the inmates of the harem 
gathered on cushions about’ her luxu- 
rious divan to listen to the slave’s nar- 
rative. ‘Go on, and tell us all about 
this wonderful ician.” | 

«* Well,” continues the damsel, “‘ they 
- wereeating their dinner one day, when 
one of ee yous men was seized with 
deadly ‘Oh, thou man of God,’ 
he cri ‘there! is death in the pot !’— 
And they were horribly frightened, for 
they had all been eating ofit, and they 
asked what was the matter. And some 
said one thing and some another. At 
last they found out that one of the 
young men had gatherd some wild 
gourds, and shred them into the pot- 
tage, not knowing that they were poi- 
sonous, Everybody turned pale and 
expected to die. They looked at Eli- 
sha, | 

‘*« Bring me some meal’ said he; 
and they brought it. And he, took. it 
and mixed it with the pottage, and they 
all ate of it, and were not harmed in 
the least.” 

“Well.” said the lady, “after all he 
might not be able to cure the leprogy. 
That is such a desperate business |” 

“Ah,” replies the damsel, *‘it is not 


to life. . There was the woman that he 
jsojourned with at Shunem lost her 
child. A beautiful boy he was. Died 
of a sun-stroke. It almost broke her 
heart She went and got the prophet, 
and he went into the room where the 
corpse was all by himself, and staid 
there a long while. What he did, no- 
body knows. But by-and-by he cal- 
led her in, and said, ‘take up thy son!” 
And sure enough—there the boy was, 
alive and well as if nothing had hap- 
pened,’ ” 

A hum of excited voices here inter- 
rupted. the speaker, and murmured 
through the seraglio. 

“O mighty !” said-one beau- 
ty... Man “of God!” echoed another. 
‘Awful magician!” whispered a third. 
** Renowned wizard!” cried a fourth. 
“Tremendous enchanter!” exclaimed 
a fifth, “Our master Naaman ought 
to hear of this; the king ought to know 
it!” cry all in chorus. Nor was it 
long before the marvelous tidings 
reached the royal ear. 

“Go to!” he exclaims to Naaman; 


‘go, and | will send a letter to the . 


king of Israel.” 


ereupon ensues a curious speci- | 


men of diplomatic correspondence be- 
tween two crowned heads. 

Naaman appears at the court of 
Samaria with a magnificient gift of ten 
talents of silver, six thousand gold 
pieces, and ten changes of raiment.— 
He presented to the king of Israel the 
following note: 

‘* Now, when this letter is come un- 
to thee, behold, I have sent therewith 
Naaman, my servant to thee, that thou 
mayst recover him of his leprosy.” 

The Syrian monarch took it for 
granted that Elisha was a sort of court 
'sycophant—a chattle-personal of the 
crown, and that the king would natu- 
rally use him as he would a hired 
leech, It happened however, that the 
prophetic office was a power quite in- 


80 desperate as to raise the very dead} 


dependent of the State, so much so, 
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that the king did not at fitst think of 
Elisha’s existence. . Ani the leprosy 
being an incurable malady, he rent’ 
his clothes, exclaiming, ** Am Gop,’ 

to kill and to make alive, that this man 
doth send unto me to recovera man 
of his leprosy? Consider! See! he’ 
seeketh a quarrel against me!” But as 
this created great excitement, and was 
much noised abroad, it goon came to 
Elisha’s ears, and immediately he sent 
a message to the king. — 

“Why hast thou rent thy clothés? 
Let him come now to me, and he shall 
know that there is a prophet in Is- 
rael.” 

_ That was the voice of calm undonbt- 

faith. It was no vain-glorious 
boast. All nations were sunk in su- 
rstition. | Israel herself was plunged 
in tacy. But yet, let mankind 
know—let Gentile nations learn, that! as 
Gop is not quite banished from the 
wor'd. There is one nation in which, 
despite the apostacy of the court and 
of the majority of the community, he 
has an fire yet burning, anda 
chosen seed, and a prophet, through 
whom his sovereignty eas as- 
serts itself. 

So the warrior with his gorgeous 
equipage came with high-wrought ex-| 
pectations. He expected to behold a 
renerable sage, like the magi of the 

t. He expected incantations and 
magnetic passes, and all those pheno-| 
mena which are familiar to the Odylic 
operators of old. 

“ He’ will come out to me,” so ran 
his thoughts, stand, and call on| 
the name of Jonovan, his God, an 

s his hand up and down over the 


But instead of the pompous mani- 
pulation he counted on—lo! the pro- 
phet will not even see him. That is a 
personal insult. He sends a verbal 
message by a boy, as if to a cominion 


> 


© A literal translation of the origidal. 


being Jaugned 
to inate & joke of it. “A hot day, 
anyhow. A bath can’t do any hurt:— 
Don’t believe. twill amount to any 
thing. Make"u fool of myself. But 
the n, if it showld happe 
why it’s all clear 
| | nobody's’ business.” 


person, “Go, wash in Jordon seven 
times and be clean!” 


His blood boiled with rage. A sél- 


dier, an Oriental, a chief, ac- 
customed to tread on the rhedkis of 
slaves, to be treated thus! For acon- 


temiptible prophet to set himself up as 
his equal, nay, his superior! As if 


sense, and science, and m jore, 


had in them any intrinsie value com- 


pared with rank, and riches, and ré- 
uown! So’he thundered away in his 
chariot, muttering, “Are not Abana 
and Pharpar, 
better than all the waters of Israel ?— 
| May I not'wash in them and be clean?” 


rivers of Damascus, 


As much as if to say, “If that is 


all—if there is to be no Odylic mani- 
pulation—if I have on] 
river, I migh 


to in a 
t as well have staid at 
home. There are‘as good rivers there 
the Jordon, any day” 
After he had cooled down a little, 


however, his confidential servant ven- 
tured to sug 
prophet had 
thing, wouldst thou not have done it? 
How much more when he said’ unto 


est, “My father, if the 
id thee do some 


thee—‘ wash and be clean!’” This 


was rather a new view of the subject. 
This common-sense 


tting of the case 


had not occdrred to him. A man ina 


‘passion is ‘very apt to act the fool, and 
overlook the simplest dictates of com- 
mon-sense, as in cooler moments after- 


ward he sees to his surprise. 
So Naaman went quietly down to 


Jordon, and did as he was bid. I do 
not think he went in any very exalted 


exercise of faith. Quite the contrary, 
perhaps: Perhaps ‘he went with a 
h 


eepish, crest-fallen air, as if afraid of 
at. Perhaps he affected 


to cure me}; 
gain, and if not, it’s 
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In some such profitable state of mind, 
like many another wretch whose lep- 
rosy has struck deeper, he approaches 
the appointed waters of salvation.— 
Nor canall his wretched unbelief and 
miserable atheism defeat the purpose of 
mercy in the bosom of sovereign com- 
passion |! 

He has not more than touched the 
laving tide the seventh time—he has 
not wrung the dripping element from 
his dark locks, when he feels himself 
young once more; and his skin, so 
foul beiore, is smooth and vital now 
like the flesh of a little child. 

_In the ecstacy of new creation—in 
the delicious throb of health and the 
thrill of electric life in every fibre of 
his manly frame—his soul is suddenly 
exalted from incredulity and flashes to 
an vpposite extreme In all the earth, 
he is convinced there is no God but on- 
ly in Israel. Elisha is a true prophet, 
and no miserable magician! He will 
insist on seeing him, and loading him 
with rewards! 

But not a. jot will the prophet re- 
ceive, “ As Jehovah liveth, before whom 
I stand, I willreceive none.” 

. He was not like the soothsayers and 
Odylizers of the East, who sold ser- 
vices for gold and gifts. What he had 
to communicate was not the gift of a 
dead man, but the bounty of the tiv- 
ine Gop, divinely free. Baffled in this, 
Naaman, like a thorough-paced idolater, 
must have two mules burden of earth 
to carry home for religious p . 
Jehovah is the God of the land. That 
soil is sacred: He will have a shrine 
of genuine sanetity, every particle of 
which shall be imbued with unadulter- 
ated Hebrew holiness. | 

Moreover, to prevent the breaking 
of the sacred spell, he will take out a 
license beforehand for certain except- 
ional complaisances to other shrines. 
“When my master goeth to the house 
of Rimmon, and I bow myself there, the 
Lord pardon! thy servant in this thing!” | 


Naaman, like a true courtier, meant.to 
be as consistent as hecould. But fora. 
man in public life to attempt any thing 
ideal in that line, he thought would be 
‘absurd... How easy it is for men to 
make God a mere idol! Naaman evi- 
dently took Jehovah to be a provincial 
deity, just like the deities of the na- 
tions, only he thought him rather the 
strongest. Therefore he determined to 
adopt him, and transfer to his shrine 
just the same style of service he was, 
accustomed to render to the Syrian 
gods. So it is easy yet for men to 


|think they are worshipping God, while 


they degrade him to a mere idol, and 
offer him a base, heathenish adulation. 

Now Gehazi was not of the same 
turn of mind with Elisha. Hedidnot 
like to see such rich gifts go back to 
Llamascus. Naaman had not proceed- 
ed far bofore he was overtaken by the 
swilt-footed youth, out of breath, who 
panted with well-feigned zeal some- 
thing about—“‘My master—two young 
prophets, just come from. Carmel—a 
talent of silver and a change of rai- 
ment——’’ | 

The princely Syrian turned, overjoy- 
ed, and insisted on doubling the dona- 
tion, Yielding to the pleasing impor- 
tunity, Gehazi departed laden with 
spoil, hid it in his tent, and came in 
with an innocent face, and stood be- 
fore the prophet. Strange that he did 
not remember that clairvoyance was 
one of the simplest phenomena of the 
prophetic condition. 

Whence camest thou, Gehazi?”? 

“ Thy servant went no whither.” 

“ Went not my heurt with thee when 
the man turned trom his chariot to meet 
thee? Is this a time to receive money 
and garments, vineyards, sheep, oxen,, 
aud servants? The leprosy, therefore, 
of Naaman, the Syrian, shall cleave to 
thee and to thy seed forever !”*~ 

And the blight fell with 
and he went ont from his master’s pre- 
sence a leper white as snow. | 
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What a contrast between Naaman 
and Elisha. The one, a mighty man 
engrossed in the things of men, in the 
fall mid-channel rush of life. 
triumphs, courts, honors, pomps and 
pleasures, and all the bewildering 
phantasmagoria of an Oriental military 
career; his soul, that element of the 
divine, immersed in the deep wave of 
worldliness. 

Elisha, calm, cut loose from thin 
of sense, soaring far and free above the 
hot delirium of the times, and gazin 
serenely abroad over life’s turmoil, 
Elisha thought of God and things di- 
vine. He thought of the deep degrada- 
tion of his nation. He thought how: 
that mighty system of things could ever 
work itself out to the divine glory, the 
redemption of man. In such high, dis- 
interested meditations his spirit lived. 
Out of spheres of thought so remote, 
so antagonistic, these two souls came 
forth to meet once, and for an instant 
flash in collision, and then pass away. 
Where are they now? And who wonld 
not rather be thesoul that was Elisha’s, 
living all his life in an unpopular min- 
ority, than the soul that was once the 
proud and petted general of a petty 
prince of Damascus. Grey. 

FELLOWSHIP WITH SLAVE- 
HOLDERS. 

Davenport, Aug. 20, 

Bro Boggs.—I hope my long silence 
will not be misconstrued. It is not 
owing to any dissatisfaction with your 
excellent Magazine, or indifference to 
the great questions to which it is de- 
voted. I desire as much as when | 
wrote my last, that Jesus Christ and 
His ever blessed gospel of peace and 
good will to men, all men, should be 
exculpated from aiding or abetting in 
any way pro-siavery ends and inter- 
ests. To me, however, as at present 
advised, it would be a work of super- 


Battles, | past. 


that head. For “ where are thine ac- 
cusors.” 
Here let me advert briefly to the 
Jn 1843 and 4, when some of 
our ablest scribes took the position, 
and labored to defend it, viz. that the 
New Testament justified the relation 
of master and slave; we took the 
position in a series of articles, first 
published in the Liberty Herald—that 
the apostles tolcrated the relation, but 
‘never justified or approved it; and 
by giving it a de of allowance, 
laid the foundation for its future des- 
truction. | 
Bro. G——- P——— s0 long known, so 
favorably known as a prudent man, and 
a competent critic, appeared in the 
same columns as our opponent. We 
answered. We heard from him no 
more. Some six years after this little 
combat, we met him in the capitol of 
Ohio, when, to our satisfaction, we 
heard him in the capacity of a legisla- 
tor, in a long labored argument (sub- 
sequently published) put to silence and 
to shame the pro-slavery members of 
the house. 
From 1844 to ’54 we said not a 
word on the subject through the press. 
We felt that our mission on this ques- 
tion was to our brethren. And as our 
Editors had shut the door against any 
discussion on the subject, we were 


|compelled to be silent. In 1853 we 


were reluctantly drawn into a public 
discussion with Joseph Barker, on the 
inspiration of the Bible. He made the 
pro-slavery position, that the Bible 
justified American slavery, the most 
important collateral issue in the con- 
troversy. | 

We defended our former position, 
and in less than two hours debate the 
infidel abolitionist abandoned his pro- 
slavery charge against the Bible, and 
made the following concession: “I 
have no objection to offer to my oppo- 
nants anti-slavery defence. We are 


erogation to write any more under 


happy to find that Mr. Hartzel occu- 
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pies the ground he does, and hope he 
will always be forward and ready to 
plead the cause of the oppressed.” No 
man is better acquainted with the tac- 
tics of controversy than J. Barker, 
and see the weak points in an argu-' 
ment more quickly than he. And we 
are not alone of the conviction, that 
his utter failure to prove the Bible a 
pro-slavery document, influenced ‘him 
more than anything else to suppress 
his reported speaches. an 

The Millennial Harbinger for Aug. 
1854 says, in an article headed ‘ Elder 
Hartzel’s Debate,” that, our position 
in said debate was ‘‘ most vulnerable 
and indefensible.” Limmediately wrote 
an answer for the M. H. to correct the 
Editor in relation to my position, and 
made this appeal to my bretheren: “ J 
do then ask my brethren to correct me, 
or confirm me.” But the Harbinger 
declined any correction, and courteous 
ly returned to me my manuscript, 
which appeared in the ber No. 
of your Magazine. 

ith the result of these issues be- 

fore me I feel greatly *‘ confirmed” in 
the correctness of my position. And 
am led to the conclusion, that my 
position is indeed most invulnerable 
and defensible. 

‘Bat I did not take my pen for the 
sake of triumph in argument. To 
merely silence a wordy opposition to 
truth and righteousness is to accom- 
plish nothing. To stop now is to have 
wasted al] our time and that of our 
_Yreaders. Many of our brethren could 
endure theorizing upon the subject of 
slavery whose feelings would be great- 
ly disturbed to see anything like ac- 
tion: Well, I respect the feelings of 
slaveholders—and the feelings of their 
apologists, but I respect the social, 
political, moral and religious rights of 
three millions of slaves, and many of 
them my brethren in Christ, more. 
I know indeed that some of our breth- 


ren in the North say, to push’ that! 


| 


matter will split the church.. To pre- 
serve the union of christian brethren. 
is most commendable, and to cause 
‘division is to sin against Christ and 
the church he has purchased with his 
blood. None can deprecate division 
more than wedo. Butlet me ask in can- 
dor is there union, real christian union, 
between the non slaveholding and slave- 
holding portions ofthe christian church? 
Is it not nominal rather than real? 
The exception to this is so small that 
it will not effect the general result. 
As it relates to myself, 1 wish to say it 
most positively and unequivocally that 
I feel no fellowship in my heart for 
slaveholders. I will: disguise nothing 
that pertains to my christian profession. 
“I wish to lay mysheart bare before my 
brethren as it is before the Lord, and 
say again.to my brethren if lam wrong 

‘correct me.”’ “Thou shalt in any 
wise rebuke thy neighbor, and not suf- 
fer sin upon him,” is a benevolent stat- 
‘ute, conducive of brotheriy love and 
uprightness before God and men. 

Many brethren ask how shall we 
remove the curse of slavery from the 
church, and the cause we plead? I 
believe that is now the honest enquiry 
of the mass of our brethren north of a 
certain line, and of many 
south of it. 

When some are practising what 
others regard to be a curse, declare it 
to be a curse, and a disgrace to all in 
the same brotherhood, is indeed divis- 
ion in fact, if notin form. To express 
union where there is no union is hypo- 
crisy. ‘* Let love be without dissimu- 
lation.” We cannot keep the “ anity 
of the spirit” on this subject for unity 
does not now exist. It should then be 
restored. This can be on one of the 
following suppositions: Ist, If the 
brethren opposed to slavery will give 
up their opposition ; or 2nd, our breth- 
ren who hold slaves, give up their 
slaves ; in either case peace will be re- 


stored. We ask now, which is more 
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Jesus Christ the head of the church ? 


or, tend more to the conversion of the 


world ? forus to be reconciled to sla- 
very, or for slaveholders to let “ the 
oppressed go free?” These are the al- 
ternatives. Inthe first there are a few 


inseparable difficulties. To become 


irreconciled without cause is to act 


foolishly, and to become reconciled | 


without reason isto be whimsical. To 
justify that which the conscience de- 
clares, upon evidence, to be un- 
just and sinful, is impossible, and there- 
fore not a question of will. It would 
be as reasonable to require men to 
believe without testimony, as to ap- 
prove that which their judgment con- 
demns. If we should say to our slave- 
holding brethren, we give up the contro- 
versy: all right.’ They would them- 
selves be ashamed of us, the ter 
and better part of man-kind would 
condemn us, and [ verily believe that 
he who *‘came to preach deliverance 
to the captives” would condemn us 
also. To give up our hostilities to 
slavery is to surrender principle.— 
Can we, brethren make such a surren- 
der, when the honor of our reli- 
gion and the dearest rights of three 
millions are involved? .We cannot. 
Upon the other hand, have those who 
have manumitted their slaves been dises- 
teemed for doing so? Have they dis- 
graced Jesus Christ, the Church, or 
their Christian profession by breaking 
the yoke? No. Whoever said they 
did? All that is legitimately involv- 
ed on the part of the slav. master is to 
relinquish his property right in human 


flesh, and the blessedness of living and 
enriching himself by unrequited toil. 


And for these sacrifices he will receive 
more than an equivalent, by the in- 
crease of his individual and domestic 
happiness, the approbation of all good 
men, and the lessening of his responsi- 
bilities, | 

Immersionists say we cannot give 


desirable ? Which would most honor 


up immersion and practice sprinkling. 
To do this is to surrender principle, 
to yield what all, know to be right.— 
‘And for the same reason that we can- 
not practise sprinkling, we cannot 
justify others in doing so, for what a 
man approves in others he can justify 
in himself. But we claim that sprink- 
lers can give up sprinkling and prac- 
tise immersion, for they acknowledge 
immersion right. * They then may be-. 
come immersionists without compro- 
mising their honor, without any s8a- 
crifice of principle.» Nothing will they 
sacrifice for the sake of peace but 
their convenience, that is all, them- 
selves and all the world being } 
Therefore they are justly responsible. 
-And as immersionists we mark them 
for having ‘*‘ caused division,” for we 
will not be subject to their ecclesias-. 
tical despotism. | 

« So neither can we fellowship the 
moral religious despotism of that man 
that is called a brother; for, if he 
‘will not do what heaven and earth, 
and his own conscience (when not 
bribed by the love of gain and world- 
ly convenience) say is right and 
good, he is unworthy of my chris- 
tian confidence, Are you willing, 
dear brethren, to take sides with the 
master against the slave, and share 
the responsibility when the Lord shall 
eome? He that is not against his breth- 
ren holding slaves, an holding them 
to the profit of his master, is for it.— 
The man that can decide on any ques- 
tion of right can decide upon this, which 
has always been a thing of bad 
report, so bad that one great re- 
former says, “‘it is the sum of all villain- 
ies.” And anotherand agreater classes 
‘* American slavery,” just that slavery 
practised by our churches, with Alge- 
rine, West India, African, and Italian 
slavery,” and declares them ali in the 
concrete to be “that anomalous max- 
imum of all evil.” “me 


- If these reformers have not slander- 
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ed the institution, that is, the men and’ 
the measures, as we all believe they 
havenot, how then can we as chris- 
tians take a passive position in relation 
to that ‘ whichis the sum of all vil- 
lainies “The maximum of all'evils ?” 
Ought not every christian and every 
christian congregation in view of that 
day when “inquisition shall be made. 
for blood,” to define their position— 
ive expression to their honest convic- 
tions J. Harrzer, 
| 
THE CHRISTIAN SYSTEM, No. 3. 
Faith, says the apostle Paul, “ is 
the confidence of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen ;” and, ac- 
cording to our best lexicographers, it is 
“ Belief; the assent of the mind to the 
truth of what is declared by another; 
the judgment that what another states 
or testifies is the truth.” With these 
plain and simple definitions before us 
we at once see that faith is a result. 
That it depends entirely upon testi- 
mony, and that the effect produced 
upon the mind or actions of an indi- 
vidual is entirely owing to the nature’ 
of the proposition or thing believed. 
Here is a point which we wish to riv- 
et on the minds of our readers as fun- 
damental in the proper understanding 
of our subject. Faith, or the act of 
believing, is always the same under all 
circumstances ; and that the different 
effects produced by faith arein conse- 
quence of the difference in the objects 
of faith—or the things believed. If 
we only have right conceptions on this 
point, the moon-shine speculations of 
scholastic divines will never be able 
to perplex our minds on this subject, 


receives a letter from his wife during 


his absence from home, stating that 


his son, a lad of some fourteen sum-: 


mers, was suddenly called .into eter- 
nity by the accidental discharge of & 
gun in the hands of one of his school- 
mates. 1 need not tell you that the 
effect produced upon the mind of A. 
B. would be unmitigated sorrow. But 
suppose, instead: of this sad _ intelli- 
gence, the wife of A. B. should write, 
to him that an older son, whom they. 
supposed a number of years ago had 
perished on board a burning steam 
ship, and whom the family had all given 
up as dead, had returned home in the 
enjoyment of perfect health, in pos- 
session of a competence of this worlds 
goods; and above alla devoted and 
consistent christian. Need I tell you 
that A. B., on the receipt of such in- 
telligence, would be filled with joy in- 
expressible. Now what produced 
these widely different feelings in the 
mind of A. B.? was it two different 
kinds of faith? Let us see.” Faith is 
the result of testimony, and in this 
case the witness was the same, it was 
his wife, and the means by which he 
received the testimony was the same, 
in both cases it was by a written com- 
munication ; so we see that the faith 
of A. B., or his act of believing the 
communication of his wife, must have 
been the same in both cases. We are 
therefore irrisistibly led to the con- 
clusion that it was the object of his 
faith, the thing believed, that produc- 
ed such an opposite effect upon his 
mind.. In the one case the thing 


gnd the scripture teaching will be as 


plain as the noon day sun. A. B.! sorrow in his mind; in the other the 


believed was sorrowful, and produced 
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thing believed was joyful, and filled 
his mind with gladness. It is just in 


through the whole journey of life from 
the cradle to the grave. The faculty 
of receiving a proposition upon the 
testimony’ of others is co-extensive 
with human accountability. It is the 
same under all circumstances, and the 
various emotions of the mind, the suc- 
cessions of joy and sorrow, depend 
not upon any diversity in this faculty, 
but upon the propositions which by it 
are engraven upon our minds as truths. 

How clearly then can we appre- 


can they believe on him of whom they 
have not heard? and how can they 
hear without a preacher?” Paul, ‘in 
our previous quotation, had said that 
| faith came by hearing the word of God; 
and in pertect keeping with that dec- 
laration he now says, they cannot be- 
lieve on Christ without hearing of him, 
and that they cannot hear of him with- 
out some one to proclaim to them or 
make known the important facts con- 
cerning the Lord of glory. How plain’ 
and intelligible this subject when view- 
ed in the light of the scriptures. In 
speaking of the faith of some of the 


hend the apostle Paul when he declar- | primitive christians, the apostle affirms 


es that “faith comes by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.” The 
apostle had clearly shown what was 
the object of the christian faith, or, in 
other words, what it was necessary to 
believe in order that we may become 
the children of God, and heirs with 
his son to that inheritance which is 
kept in reservation for the christian 
in the day of eternity. The great 
proposition’ to be believed is that 
“Jesus is the Christ, the son of the 
living God.” “That he died for our 
sins according to the scriptures—that 
he was buried, and rose again the third 
day according to the scriptures.”— 
This is the thing to be believed; but 
in order that we may believe it, or, in 
other words, that we may have faith 
in the son of God, we must know con- 
cerning him. The great proposition 
of the gospel must be brought before 
the mind for its acceptance or rejec- 
tion, according as the weight of evi- 
dence may determine. 


that they “ trusted in Christ after they 
heard the word of trath, the gospel of 
their salvation.” -We see then that 
the faith of the primitive christians, 
which produced a trusting or confidence 
in Christ, came in this same plain and 
simple way that Paul has been speak- 
ing of—by hearing. After that ye 
heard, says he to the Ephesians, ye 
trusted in Christ. I trust that this part 
of the subject is fully before the minds 
of our readers: Ist, That the effect of 
faith is not in the act or manner of be- 
lieving, but in its object or the thing be- 
lieved ; and 2nd, That in order to pro- 
duce faith in the mind of an individual 
it is necessary first that there be a fact 
or proposition; and second, that there 
be sufficient evidence ur testimony to 
establish the truth of the proposition ; 
and third, that both the fact or propo- 
sition and the evidence or testimony of 
its truth be presented to the mind of 
the individual in whom faith is to be 


Hence, says the same apostle “ How 


superinduced. hang 
/ Our heavenly Father proposes to 
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save the human family from sin and 
misery. To do this he has manifested 
his love to man in giving his only be- 
gotten son to die, the just for the unjust. 
- Paul says, ‘‘ God is in Christ reconcil- 
ing the world to himself ;” and again, 
that “he hath commended his love to 
us that while we were sinners Christ 
died for us.” It is the belief of this 


great truth that is to subdue the im-! 


penitent heart, and fill the soul with 
egratitude and love to God; and in or- 
der that we may have this faith in Jesus 
Christ, God has given us the testimony 
of the evangelists and apostles, as re- 
corded in the New Testaments Hence, 
says the evangelist John in the conclu- 
sion of his testimony concerning the 
Savior, ‘“ Many other signs truly did 
Jesus in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book; but 
these are written, that ye might believe 
that Jesus is the Christ. the Son of 
God; and that believing ye might 
have life through his name.” What 
an unspeakable privilege it is, my 
dear reader, to live in a gospel land, 
where the means of faith are within 
the reach of all who will examine for 
themselves the scriptures of truth. 
Do you object to this as being only a 
historical faith? It was on the Aisto- 
ric testimony of the apostle and primi- 
tive teachers that men and women 
trusted in Christ, and were made heirs 
to a glorious immortality beyond the 
grave. Do you want an “ evangeli- 
cal faith?” Believe on Jesus the Christ 
through the testimony of the evange- 
lists, and you will ‘have it. Do you 
desire saving faith ?” Believe “that 
‘Jesus is the Christ, the son of ° 


and you shall have life through his 


name. Dear reader, have you faith in 
the Messiah? If youn have carry out 


your faith by obeying the commands 


of God; but if you are yet in unbelief, 
search the scriptures, for our Savior 
has said, “ They are they which testify 
of me.” | J. B. 


HOME INFLUENCE. 


Would’st thou listen to its gentle teaching, 
All thy restless yearning it would still! 
Leaf, and flowers, and laden bee are preaching 
Thine own sphere, tho’ humble, first to fill. 


Truly it has been said, that “our du- 
ties are like the circles of a whirlpool, 
and thes innermost ipcludes home.” 
A modern writer has designated home 
heaven’s fallen sister ;” and a melan- 
choly truth lies shrouded in those few 
words. Our home influence is nota 
passing but an abiding one: and all 
powertul for good or evil, for peace or 
strife, for happiness or misery, Bach 
separate Christian home __has+ been 
likened to a central sun, around which 
revolves a happy and united band of 
warm, loving hearts, acting, thinking, 
rejoicing, and sorrowing 
Which member of the family group 
can say, I have no influence? What — 
sorrow, or what happiness, lie in the 

wer of each ! | : 

‘* A lighted lamp,” writes M’Cheyne, 
“is a very small thing, and it burns 
calmly, and without noise, yet it 
giveth light to all that are within the 
house.” . And so there is a gniet influ- 
ence, which, like the flame of a scent- 
ed lamp, fills many a home with light 
and fragrance. Such an influence has 
been beautifully compared to a “carpet, 
soft and deep, which, while it diffuses 
a look of ample comfort, deadens many 
acreaking sound. It is the curtain 
which, from many a beloved form, 
wards off at once the summer’s glow 
and the winter’s wind. It is the pil-. 
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--Jow on which sickness lays its head, 
and forgets half its misery.” This in- 
fluence falls as the refreshing dew, the 
invigorating sunbeam, the fertilizing 
shower, shining on all with the mild 
lustre of moonlight, and harmonizing 
in one soft tint many of the discordant 
hues of a family picture. 


VOICE FROM A SLAVE STATE. 


Eld. John Boggs.— | 


“Watchman, what of the night?” 
Do the stars disappear, and is the 
storm darkly gathering? Has the 
trampling of hostile feet broken the 
stillness of night, and brought before 
you dreadful scenes of blood and car- 
nage! Being -exposed, the arrows of 
the enemy will ring on your shield 
and helmet. It is disheartening to see 
those who should be your fellow sol- 
diers, going over to the foe; but re- 
member your Commander who has 
said, “‘ J will never leave thee, nor for- 
sake thee.” My dear brother, listen 
to the cries of millions, writhing, dy- 
Ing, in the arms of the American Mo- 
loch, slavery ; listen to the prayers of 
all the true disciples of Christ; then 
behold all the pure spirits of heaven 
sympathising with you, receive the 
approbation of God, and hear the Sa- 
vior say, ** Well done good and faith- 
ful servant ;” and tell me, do you 
falter? 

In a previous number of the N. W. 
C .Magazine, an articlea ppeared under 
the caption “ Important Queries.” In 
that article the position was taken that 
slave-holding is intrinsically a sin, and 
‘then two questions of great importance 
to the religious world were asked. Ist, 
‘Should impenitent men, slave-holders, 
be formally baptized into Christ? 2d, 
Ought man-stealers to be retained in a 
christian church? Suffer me, then, as. 
a worshiper of the most mercitul Fath- 


present my most solemn convictions. 

If slave-holding isa sin, these ques- 
tions must receive a negative answer. 
No man with the bible in his hands 
can honestly deny this proposition. 
This is the great issue, this is the fierc- 


est part of ‘the battle. Show me that 


| white. chanting celestial music, and 


slavery is an angel, clothed in pure 


deccnded from heaven to bless our 
race, then [ will enthrone her in my 
affectiuns. But let me see slavery as 
she is, the mother of demons, clothed 
in bfood-dripping garments, howling 
discordant woe, aaa, issuing from tar- 
tarean regions with wide wasting cur- 
ses for the most pitiable portions of the 
human family, then I will earnestly 
pray the Almightv to destroy the mon- 
ster. If slavery fills out Milton’s con- 
ception of sin, then she is. not a proper 
subject for church membership. 
“The one seem’d woman to the waist, and fair ; 
But ended foul in many a scaly fold | 
Voluminous and vast, a serpent armed 
With mortal sting. About her middle round 
A of Hellhounds never ceasing bark’d 
With wide Gerberian mouths full loud, and rung 
A hideous peal.” 

To prove that slave-holding is a sin, 
I adduce the following: | 


1. It is admitted on all hands that 
the abuse of slavery is asin. No per- 
son would advocate starving, hunting, 
branding, whipping, shooting. Neither 
does any one suppose that God delights 
to see families separated, hearts crush’ 
ed, and his own image defaced and 
trampled on. But many, while they 
make this candid admission, still main- 
tain that the thing itself is right. Sla- 
very with them is the right to owna 
man, to work him without pay, to buy 
and sell the bodies and souls of men, 
and all this without their consent. 
Yet the slave must not be abused. He 
raust be kept busy, warm, fat, and 
happy. If all would admit, what is 
true, that slavery is wholly an abuse, 


er of all, and as a lover of all men, to 


here would be an end, to the contro- 
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versy. Can you abuse a man, after|right or wrong, it: is necessarily so. 
robbing him of liberty, Ps Manny and|Hence the following is the true word- 
manhood ? after making him not aling: the relation of master and slave 
man? When shall we learn the true/is not sinful.’ 2. In the article above 
dignity of humanity, and how to re-|referred to we have another. What- 
spect God as he is: presented in that! ever, in the natural order of things, is 
most august being, man. |mecessary to sustain the right, is right. 
2. Many persons when they have/ Those things called the abuses of slave- - 
made the above concession, think/ry, are essential to its very existence. 
themselves pretty good christians.—| Therefore these acknowledged abuses 
They have converted the tiger into the| are in accordance with justice. You 
lamb. Oh liberty, how lightly thou’ see there is a great gulf between right 
art esteemed by the ignoble sons of and wrong, and that you cannot stand 
{cori heroes! Any person who goes with one foot on each bank, and, at 
yond this admission is denounced as'one and: the same time, shake hands 
an “ abolitionist,” a ‘‘ fanatic.” And with the inmates of heaven and hell. 
they can throw their whole souls into 3. ‘The same course of reasoning that 
the word “ abolitionist”’ as they can would make one man a master or a 
into no other word except “‘ nigger.” slave, would make all men slaves, or 
Even these words are reduced to slave-'all men masters, thus entirely annihila- 
ry and made to carry double burdens. ting the relation itself. 
A large portion of the reformation, 3. Is slave-holding a sin? This is 
north and south, occupy thi3 ground. the question. Now | will admit, “for 
Let me tell you, brethren, in all chris- the sake of the argument,” that the 
tian kindness, that you stand just relation of master and slave is not sin- 
where satan wants you. If slavery is ful; and we can do so, and then drive 
right, and you give men this irrespon- you from the field. Granted then that 
sible power, in vain will you cry out you may rightfully have a slave. You - 
against abuse. Besides, in so doing, may buy him or steal him. Now you 
you are grossly inconsistent. Hence must get your slave in one of two 
most of our writers and speakers say ways. Either the whole world, irre- 
but little on this subject. But auy spective of age, sex, rank, or intelli- 
man, especially a christian editor, who gence are at yqur disposal, or only 
does not throw his whole influence certain classes of humanity may be- 
against slavery, is guilty before God. come the objects of your tender mer- 
Silence gives consent. Where do you cies. If the former, then those who 
stand, my brethren? — love the institution most should become 
- But we will not leave the question the slaves, and enjoy its superior felici- 
here. Gentlemen, what is your posi- ties. But if the latter, as you must 
tion? As set forth by your great have a slave, and as it is not sinfnl, 
champion it is this: ‘‘ The relation of make your choice. But be careful. 
master and slave is not necessarily Make no man, woman, or child, a 
sinful. And‘he endeavours to sustain slave whom God did not design to:be 
this from the Holy Bible. “ prot one such. | | 
all things whatever ye would that men ,, 
to you, do ye even so tothem,! 


for this is the law and the prophets.” But, in the cutting it, if thou dost shed 
Bat [ will enumerate my Sbrections to 
‘this position. 1. The word “ necessa-|  ‘* God bears not the sword in vain.” 


rily” is unnecessary. If slavery is Has God, in that: bible where you 
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title is most appropriate. A Baptist, | 


NORTH-WESTERN CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE 


claim to find the guaranty of your bost- 
ed right, given you the rule by which 
you may make your selection? Not 
a word of it. ‘God is no respecter of 

rsons.” Has he given you the rule 
in nature? Not a word of it. We 
boldly challenge any man who believes 
** the relation is not necessarily sinful” 
to produce the rule. But unless the 
slaveholder can produce it, he is guilt 
of the greatest crime; and so are all 
those who, by their silence, become 
his accomplices. If an executor of the 
civil law were directed to confine cer- 
tain persons in prison, and if he were 
to sieze innocent men, and immerse 
them and their families in sorrow and 
dungeon gloom, and that for a long 
life, would you not consider him a 
black hearted villain? He ought to 
have taken the proper ones. So the 
slaveholder ought to make none slaves 
‘except those on whom the curses of 
God have thus crushingly fallen. 

4. No christian ought to engage in 
any business such that. he can not in 
humble prayer ask God to prosper 
him. What a prayer must the slave- 
holder utter. Men like to pray in 


“Qh Lord help, I am going to 
buy or steal a man. Oh thou giver of 
Liberty to all men, help me to get and 
keep many slaves. ‘Oh thou Omnis- 
cient One, thou knowest that ‘‘ my boy 
Harry” desires to ran away ; do thou 
a me christian fortitude to subdue 

is unholy desires with the rod, or do 
thou comfort his mourning family 
when shall send him south. And do 
thou help thy servant to dedicate all 
his powers and means to thy righteous 
cause. Amen.” “But slaveholders,” 
say you, “are sincere.” So are idola- 
ters sincere. This neither justifies the 
one nor the other. Much less will it 
justify you who know better. | 
I appeal to christians. You call 


‘a Methodist, or a Presbyterian may 
be a slaveholder, but a true disciple of 
| Christ cannot be. “ Disciple,”” means 
“learner.” You are jearnersof Christ. 
Did he ever teach you to get slaves ? 
Was he a rich “ planter?” Oh no, he 
was meek and lowly in heart, and 
‘would rather himself be the slave. 
Go, learn of him. | 
Beloved brethren, wash your hands 
and hearts speedily from the pollutions 
of slavery. “ We must all stand be- 
fore the judgment seat of Christ.” 
Remember that day. Sustain the 
Magazine” and give it a wide circula- 
tion, that it may speak out in behalf 
of humanity and true piety. H. W.E. 
— 
EDITORIAL LETTERS—No. 4. 
My dear wife,—The date of my last 
communication was Winterset, whi- 
ther I was carried from Clark Co. by 
the kindness of Bro. Polly, who ac- 
‘companied me to that place. Winter- 


‘set is the county seat of Madison Co. 
one of the finest counties of land I 


have seen in the state. The town is 
only about four years old, but not- 
withstanding its infancy it contains 
some handsome buildings, and is the 
seat of a large commercial trade with 
‘the surrounding country. It has one 
advantage over many western towns, 
being located in the vicinity of an in- 
exhanstible supply of the very best 
lime stone, Some of the best build- 
ings in the place are constructed of 
this material.. The “gravel house” 
has also been tried there with decided 
success. Those who have tried it con- 


“| sider it by far the most economical 


house that can be built, especially 


yourselves ‘‘ Disciples of Christ.” This 


when durability and comfort are taken 
‘into consideration. 
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“Our have a small. congrega- 
tion in town, and the frame up for a 
commodious meeting” house, which | 
beli¢ve they intend to finish forthwith, 

‘There is also a congregation of what 
is called the old “ Christian Body.” 
They have a good meeting house made 
of dressed lime stone. At the time ] 
was there their conference was in ses- 


sion. I had the pleasure of hearing a! 


discourse from Prof. McKinney, of 
Yellow Springs in this state; and on 
the following evening I addressed a 
respectable in ‘the same 
house. 
The “Christian Body,” like our- 
selvés, profess to discard all human 
creeds and confessions of faith, and to 
take the bible alone as an all-suffi- 
cient rule of faith and practice. The 
fact, however, that in such a small 
town there should be two distinct or- 
ganizations, both professedly built on 
the bible, in many points differing ma- 
terially both: in doctrine and form, 
must have a deleterious influence upon 
the community at large, and prove a 
great hinderance to that christian union 
which is necessary in order that the 
world may believe on the Son of God. 
It is another evidence that christianity 
may become humanized without a 
written “* confession of faith,” and that 
a “creed” in the pocket is quite as 
harmless as @ creed in the head. 
While in ‘Winterset, I made my home 
with Bro. N. W. Barretson: of the 
Methodist Protestant church, although 
I also partook of the hospitalities of 
Bro, M. O. Short and Bro. Bird. 
From Winterset 1 went by stage to] 


Fort Des Moiné, the would-be capitol 
10 


of the state, but did not arrive in ‘time 
to’ fill an appointment which had pre- 
viously been made for me. Fort Des 
Moine is situated at the confluence of 
“Coon” and Des Moine rivers, on a 


judge, one of the most unhealthy loca- 
tions in lowa. I can see no reason for 
removing the capitol to such a place, 
unless it be the aggrandisement of the 
rich land speculators who have monop- 


country. The great object of our law 
makers, both state and national, seems 
to be “to make the rich richer, and 
the poor poorer ;” and unless there is 
a check put to the tide of affairs, we 
‘will soon have in the persons of our 
speculators a monied aristocracy more 


is the aristocracy of England, or those 
European governments upon which we 
have been taught to look with feelings 
of pity and contempt. 

My next stopping place was at 
Newton, the county seat of Jasper Co. 
the largest town of its age perhaps in: 
the state. 
preach at night, but owing to an un- 


meeting. We have a very flourishing 
congregation, under the care of Hider 
Joshua Swallow, well known in this 
state as a pioneer in the “current re- 
formation.” I know of no point in 
Iowa more favorable for the residence 
of almost all kinds of mechanics than 
this, especially if they are worthy mem- 
bers of the christian church. <A very 
large steam flouring-mill is being erect- 
ed, which will add much to the pros- 
perity of the ‘town, and: prove a great 


very low piece of ground, and is, I should. 


olized all the best portions of that. 


oppressive to the laboring classes than | 


I had an appointment to. 


usually severe rain-storm I had no 
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convenience to the surrounding coun- 
try. The soil in Jasper Co. is\as good 
as any I have seen in the state. My 
host and hostess were Bro. and Sister 
Mer shon, well known among the breth- 
ren for their hospitality. The brethren 
were all right on the subject of slavery, 
and consequently gave me a goodly 
number of subscribers to the Magazine. 
_ From Newton I went by stage to 
Miltenburgh, in Iowa Co. via. Monte- 
zuma, but owing to the tardiness of 
our coachman, I did not arrive there 
until 9 o’clock Saturday morning, al- 
though I had an appointment there the 
evening previous, and had the stage 
been up to its time would have been 
there in good time for meeting. After 


Matthews, I rode on horseback some 
thirty miles, and sojourned during the 
night with Elder George Litzenberg, 
formerly of Knox county in this State. 
1 never enjoyed the kind hospitalities of 
a christian family more than I did that 
of Brother Litzenberg. Fatigued by 
my ride and chilled with the night 
dews, I was prepared to appre- 
ciate the attractions of a cheerful 
hearth and a_bounteous repast.— 
The next day I rode a few miles 
to a neighborhood of brethren near 
what is called “ Frank Pierce P. 0.” 
An appointment was circulated, and at 
night I addressed a small congregation. 
My temporal wants the mean while 
were ministered by Bro. Titus Fry and 


dining with Bro. Young, | hastened on his amible companion. 


tered over a sparse settlement. 


| The next day 
to an appointment at South English, | was conveyed by Bro, Fry to Jowa 
in Keokuk Co. where I continued un- | City, the capitol of the state. It is 


til the following Tuesday, I delivered rather a pretty town, on lowa river, 
during the time several discourses to some thirty miles from Muskatine, on 


large and attentive audiences. We the Mississippi river. Being very un- 
have there quite an interesting congre- 'well I did not make any enquiry for 
gation, under the care of Elder T.. Z. brethren, indeed I am not aware that 
Matthews. I founda good many rea- | there is more than one brother residing 
ders of the Magazine, and increased inthe place. The buildings are general- 
their number somewhat. I enjoyed ly ofa more substantial kind than are 
during my stay the hospitalities of usually seen in new towns, being 
Brethren Wm. Hartsock, W. T. Hard- | principally of brick or stone. They are 
ing, and L. C. Hall. I was much also built more compactly than many 
pleased with the apparent zeal and de- | places of greater age. I was inform- 


-votion of the bretren, although most, ed that a great amount of business was 


of them are young disciples, and scat- ) annually done, which must be greatly 
I trust increased when the iron-horse shall 
they will not become weary in well do- | connect it with Davenport and every 
ing, but will continue their work of : place east of it, an event which cannot 
faith and labor of love until they have be longer than a few months in the fu- 
enlisted their neighbors and friends in| ture. 
the cause of primitive christianity—j| Feeling all the premonitory symp- 
On Tuesday, accompanied by Bro.’ toms of a settled fever, I hastened on 
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to. Davenport as fast as possible. I 
arrived there via. Muscatine on Satur- 
day morning, and soon found myself 
at the residence of my friend and. fel- 
low laborer, Elder Jonas Hartzel, 
whose kind family made me feel as 
much at home asa sick man can feel 
when absent from his family. Dav- 
enport has improved beyond all caleu- 
lation since I saw it four years ago, 
and is decidedly the most beautiful 
place I have seen, not only in Iowa, 
but in the whole Mississippi valley.— 
Its natural position is unrivalled in 
point of beauty. Situated on the north 
bank of the Mississippi (which there 
runs west), the surface of the ground 
forms a natural grade to the high up- 
land prairie, which forms the back 
ground. The riverabout a mile wide 
presents an unbroken sheet of the clear- 
est water, while above, in full view, is 
seen “Rock Island,” with its pictur- 
esque and rugged cliffs. To complete 
the scenery, on the opposite side of the 
river stands * Rock Island City,” which 
by the way is no mean rival to Day- 
enport itself. At the time I was there 
they were just completing the ar- 
rangement to light their city with gas. 
The congregation of Disciples is ina 
very flourishing condition, having al- 
most weekly accessions of the saved, 
enjoying the labors of Bro. Jonas Hart- 
zel. The brethren are building a meet- 
ing-house which, when' completed, will 
be a perfect model of architectural 
skill—a happy combination of neatness 
and plainness; and while entirely de- 
void of those gaudy decorations which 
so frequently obtain in modern church 


édifices, it would be an ornament to 


any city east or west. 


After a tour of more than a snepshith 
lowa we are inclined to the opinion 
that, all things considered, it offers 
more inducements; to the. emigrant 
than any of the western States we 
have seen. The’soil is perhaps ‘not so 
strong as large portion of Tilinois, 
still, as a general thing, it is more ea- 
sily cultivated, and is rich enough for 
all practical purposes. The face of the 
country is generally’ very undulating; 
and in many places decidedly rolling, 
which cannot fail to operate advanta- 
geously with regard to the health of 
the country. Indeed ] feet assured 
that away from the vicinity of the wa- 
ter-courses, lowa is as healthy a coun- 
try as can be found west of the Aile- 
ghany, mountains, The soil “I think 
peculiarly suited to fruit growing, and 
the country admirably adapted to rais- 
ing sheep. But the emigrant must 
not expect to find a country that is all 
wivaulages, ‘l'here are serious. obsta- 
cles to encounter there. Almost all 
kinds of building and fencing materials 
are exhorbitantly high, and in some lo- 
calities fuel is scarce ; and, like every 
new country, the first settlers suffer a 
great inconvenience for the want of 
good mills and mechanical productions 
ofall kinds. But, fhese areal difficul- 
ties that. will in, time be to, a:great ex- 
tent obviated, and even now they form 
no proper offset'to the rich and Beau- 
tiful prairies which are spread all over 
the State, inviting the indore 
husbandman to come and reap the rich 
reward of her virgin soils) 


ed 


| Prayer prevails against temptation. 
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- A paragraph has lately been going 
the rounds of the newspapers about 
early printed books, wherein it is sta- 
ed that the first which bears a date is 
of the year 1455, thus making it just 


four. centuries since the invention of 


printing. Neither of these assertions 
are correct, as it is certain that books 
were printed from five to seven years 
earlier, and that the earliest printed 
date to a book is thatof 1457. These 
specimens are of exceeding rarity. 
e do not propose entering into a 


history of’ printing, but as we con- 
les and 


stantly see accounts of old bib 

other books printed:a hundred years 
later. than the: period above named, 
we shall state a few facts on this in- 
teresting subject. 

Phere is even now much doubt as 
to the precise year when movable 
metal types were invented and first 
used ; it is sufficient, however, to say 
that it was between the years, 1440 
and 1450. Some single printed sheets, 
containing the Pope’s indulgences, 
bearing date of 1454 and 1455, are 
known, and an ‘almanac of 1457. 
But the first printed book known is 
the celebrated Mazarin Bible, in two 
folio volumes. ‘It was so called from 
the discovery 
of Cardinal Mazarin, at Paris, about 
the middle of the last century, since 
which time; seventeen other copies 
have. been ‘found in various parts of 
Europe ; of these, nine were in pub- 
lié, and in’ private libraries. It 
has no date; but at the. end of each 
voluine, of the copy. in the Royal Li- 
brary at Paris, isan inscrption in red 
ink. That in the second volume is as 
“This book, iltuminated ‘and bound 
by Henry Cremer,:vicar of the Colle- 
cine Church of St..Stephen, at Mentz, 
was completed on the feast of the as- 
sumption of the blessed virgin Mary, 


‘THE FIRST PRINTED BOOK. 


of a copy in the library 


A. D. 1456. Thanks be to God: 
piv 
_Some think the work was finished 
in 1450 or 1452, while others fix it at 
1455, as the binding and illumination 
of ‘this particular copy would, in all 
probability, soon follow its publica- 
tion. But in the infancy of the art, 
it is probable that it was from five to 
seven years in printing; hence the 
inference would be that it was com- 
menced before the year 1450, an opin- 
ion in which most investigators agree. 
Until within a few years, no copy of 
this rare book was known in the 
United States, and there seemed little 
probability that there would be, as 
‘the copies in the private libraries of 
Europe were held beyond price, and 
except in the breaking up of some 
old family and estate, would an op- 
ee at be offered to procure one. 
uch an opportunity, however, was 
presented about seven years since, 
when one of the great private libra- 
ries was to be brought to the hammer 
in London, and news was spread far 
and wide that a copy of the Mazarin 
Bible was among its rarities. The 
book collectors of Europe were on the 
qut vive. Crowned heads, princes, 
nobles,, and wealthy collectors, were 
alike anxious to secure the gem; but 
a princely collector of the Fifth ave- 
nue in New York bore off the palm, 
and secured the inestimable volumes 
for £500 (about $2,500.) | | 
These magnificent volumes, which 
we have had the privilege of examin- 
ing, ‘are soon described. They are 
two folios, about the size of the folios 
of our oy. and together include 1,274 
pages. . Ihe paper upon which they 


are printed is hard, tough, and of su- 
| perior quality, Its color is a delicate 
‘cream-colored tint. Its aphy is 


a gothic or old English letter, not 
quite.as uniform as the printing of the 
present time, yet possessing a clear- 


ness and sharpness of outline, that 
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rendersti® difficult to decide whether 
the types are cut in brass, or cast in 
moulds. ‘Theink is, even now, ‘as 
black ‘as it is’ possible to make’ it. 
The register is very exact, and in all 
respects, the beauty, the pertection, 
and “magnificence of these volumes 
_ quite surpass every production of the 
press for three hundred years after. 

here are no ornaments, illuminations, 
or engravings’ in this copy, and the 
binding, which is modern, is a plain 
blue morocco. 

It is a very striking circumstance, 
observes a distinguished historian, that 
the high-minded: inventors of this 
great art tried, at the very outset, so 
bold a flight as the printing an entire 
Bible, and executed it with such as- 
tonishing success. It was Minerva 
leaping on earth in her divine strength 


The -first beok known extent 


which has the name of the place where 
it was printed, and that of the prin- 
ters, together with the Year when it 
was executed, is known as the Mentz 
Psalter, printed in 1457, Faust’and 
Schoeffer were the’printers. Only six 
copies of this are known. The’ first 
Bible with a daté was also published 
by Faust and Schoeffer in 1462, in 2 
vols. folio. They~: were soon after 
maltiplied, chiefly in Latin and Ger- 
man; yet all these editions are ex- 
ceedingly tare. The gentleman’ to 
whom we have alluded in New York 
has copies of almostvall the early edi- 
tions of the Bible, which he has pro- 
cured with great exertions and at an 
enormous|cost. There is also a very 
fine collection owned by a private 
gentleman in Cambridge. Of books 


and radiant armor, at the moment of) printed before: the year 1500, there 


her nativity to subdue and destroy 
her enemies. We may see in imagi- 
nation this venerable and splendid 
volume leading wp the crowded my- 
riads of its followers, and imploring, 
as it were, a blessing on the new art, 
by dedicai'ng its firsts fruits to the 
service of Heaven. 
Of the interesting events conpected 
with the first appearance of the print- 
ed Bible we will not. speak, for vol- 
umes have been written upon it, while 
the poet, the painter, the architect, 
the sculptor, have alike exercised 
their genius in erecting monuments 
to perpetaate the memory ofthe in- 
ventors of printing. Up to the time 
when the printed Bible appeared, 
manuscript copies, being held at enor- 
mous prices, could only be possessed 
by kings and wealthy nobles. The 
sudden multiplication. of copies so 
beautifully executed, and so similar 
in appearance, naturally led the then 
superstitious people to attribute them 
to some demoniacal influence, and 
Faust, the printer, was openly charg- 
ed with being leagued with the devil. 


are at least one hundred different 
works in the library of & distinguished 
collector in Providence. Thesé are 
chiefly editions of the classics, printed 
by Aldus, anda number of tare books 
on America; among the latter, the 
four several editions of the letter of 
Columbus to Ferdinand and Isabella; 
printed in.the year 1493. In the same 
collection is the magnificent Complu- 
tentian Polyglott Bibles in 6 vols? folio, 
printed ‘by order»of Ferdinand and 
isabella, under the’superintendence of 
Cardinal Ximenes. This bears tke 
date of 1515) te’ 1520, and is one of 
the finest specimens ‘of printing we 
have ever seen. We have on our 
own .table several books printed be- 
tween 1484 and 1497, but they possess 
no particular interest except for their 
age:. One volume; however, has ‘a 
heavy iron staple and chain through 
its. oaken. ‘cover, with which it was 
chained to the table or alcove where 
it was kept.—Ezchange Paper. 

-. Au evil heart can ‘make any doctrine 
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EXTRACTS FROM J. BARKER— 


., We owe much to the Bible. It is 
the fountain of all true religious know- 
ledge.., It has much to do in the for- 
mation of character., No man living 
where the Bible is read and studied 
can say he is free from its influence. 
All, to a greater or lesser extent, are 
bible made men,—especially is this 
true of Mr..Barker. Hesays, in speak- 
ing of the influence of the bible in the 
formation: of his character,—* I have 
poor accustomed to read the bible 

mm my,early youth, and I was al- 
ways accustomed. to hear it read daily 
by. my: father as long as | lived in my 
father’s, house, and | feel. persuaded 
that the influence of the bible on my- 
self has always. been, on the whole, 
in favor of what is good and God 
like.”—* *,* * * * .“ It lead me to 
think much’ of God; it lead me to 
regard sin as a great and _ terrible 
evil; it lead me to see that the wick- 
ed were never safe; that sin is sure 
to end in misery or ruin; that the 
righteous are always safe; that good- 
ness.is sure to'receive its reward. It 
awakened my cohscience. It led me 
to think of my own ways, and to ex- 
cuse or condemn myself according as 
my. deeds had been. It linked sin 
with fear, and righteousness with hope 
and confidence. 
keep me from evil, and to draw me to 
that which was good. It opened to 
my view the eternal future, and taught 
me to expect, if I lived as I ought, :a 
blessed immortality. It led me to be- 
lieve in @ universal providence, and 
to feel that the affairs of the world 
were governed by a wisdom and a 
power that, were infinite, everlasting, 
and unchangeable. . Even that part of 
the Bible called the Old Testament 
had this effect. It+was the Old Tes- 
tament chiefly that I read when I was 
a child, and it is the effect produced 


It. tended thus to, 


by the Old Testament thaf Iichiefly 
remember.”—-* * * * * * ™WhatI 
have said thus far refers to the days 
of my childhood. Since l:became a 
man, aye, even since | was sixteen 
years and a half of age, | have read 
and studied the Scriptures most atten; 
tively andscarefully ; [ read them and 
studied them till they were in general 
perfectly familiar to me. | read and 
studied them until there was scarce a 
passage, on any great subject of truth 
and duty, but what had been frequent- 
ly pondered in my mind.” After these 
24 years devoted to the careful study 
of the Bible, Mr. Barker asks, ‘‘ What 
has been the influence of a 
tures on my mind and character ¢” 
** * * * “T answer, so far, as l can 
trace their influence, it has been good ; 
so far as | can judge, the Scriptures 
have tended to make me free, and good 
and happy. They have, as far as 
can judge, tended to make me benev- 
olent, tolerant, gentle. They have, so 
far as I can judge, tended to raise the 
spiritual within me above the carnal; 
the rational above the animal, the di- 
vine above the earthly, They have 
tended to make me strong in self-de- 
nial, patient in suffering, resolute in 
the discharge of duty, bold in the ad- 
vocacy of truth, firm under reproaches 
and persecution, zealous in my en» 
deavors to promote the improvement 
of my fellow men, peaceful and happy 
in reliance on God’s providence, and 
in the hope of everlasting life. wiv 4 
have tended to wean me from foolis 

indulgences; to make me prize above 
all things the pleasures of knowledge 
and benevolence, and to regard a life 
of purity and charity, a life. devoted 
to the great work of promoting the 
improvement and welfare of mankind. 
In fine, the influence of the Scriptures 
generally upon my own mind has been, 
as far as | can judge, favorable to pie- 
ty, to purity, to spirituality, to chari- 


ty, to goodness in EVERY Form.” 
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“J may also add, that during almost 
the whole of that period (from my 
17th to my 40th year), I regarded 
the Bible as wholly divine; I regard- 
ed it as the standard of truth and 
duty ; as the measure of right and 
wrong, of good and evil. During 
nearly the whole of that period 1 was 
accustomed to regard the Scriptures 
as my only and infallible guide. * * * 
I regarded them as the word of God, 
as pure and unmixed revelations from 
heaven, as a mass of heavenly oracles. 
* * * The Scriptures were, in a great 
_ measure, my one, my only book. It 
was my king of books. * * * * I 
idolized its very words, and believed 
its very style to be divine, I prized it 
almost infinitely. It is impossible 
therefore but that its influence on my 
character should be very great. * * * 
I regard myself therefore as a Scrip- 
tural creation. * * * * | say, I must, 
therefore, be in a great measure, a 


Bible production,a Scripture forma- | 


tion.” The above is the testimony of 
Mr Barker, in reference to the inilu- 
ence of the Bible in the formation of 
his character, after a careful study of 
its Sacred pages for the long space of 
24 years, and his testimony is the tes- 
timony of all who yield themselves to 
its divine,—its heavenly teachings.—- 
It condemns all sin, and sin in all 
classes of men. It recommends the 
practice of virtue and holiness to all 
the inhabitants of the earth. It is the 
elixir of life, the Catholicon for all the 
moral ills of humanity. 

““The Bible is the treasure of the 
poor, the solace of the sick, and the 
support of the dying ; and while other 
books may amuse and instruct ina 
leisure hour, it is the peculiar triumph 
of that book to create light in the 
midst of darkness, to alleviate the sor- 
row which admits of no alleviation, 
to direct a beam of hope to the heart 
which no other tropic of consolation 


can reach; while guilt, dispair and 


death vanish at the touch of its holy 


inspiration.” S. 
SPIRIT OF OUR CORRESPOND- 
ENTS. 


Greene, Trumble Co. O. 


Bro. Boggs,— Dear Sir,—I must ex- 
press to you my surprise at learning that 
your paper is no better sustained ; and 
to me the most astonishing fact that 
presents itself at the present time is, 
that men and women, professing to 
believe in the God of tle bible, can let 
the sin of American Slavery go unre- 
buked. And some even would try to 
make us believe that the book of God 
upholds and sustains a relation made 
only by municipal laws, and was “ con- 
ceived in hatred, and brought forth in 
war.” I will give you my views of 
slavery as I learn it from actual de- 
monstration, and the laws and decis- 
sions of slave holding States, and their 
courts. It (slavery) knows no law, 
compromises, or contracts when they 
stand in its way; it seizes the infant 
at its birth and dooms it to slavery for 
all time to come; it annihilates all do- 
mestic relxtions that were ordained of 
God, and lie at the foundation of society ; 
it tramples on our holy religion pur- 
chased by the death of the Son of God; 
and trifles and sports with the rights of 
conscience, for which our fore fathers 
periled the danger of the stormy ocean, 
and the uncivilized savages of a wes- 
tern wilderness, and endured the suffer- 
ings and starvation of a long and drea- 
ry winter. The christian who knows 
God and loves Christ, and believes it. 
to be his duty to teach the slaves to 
read the word of God, must be fined 
and imprisoned, as was Mrs, Douglas ;, 
and if he should find it to be his duty. 
to distribute a few tracts or publica- 
tions, teaching the rights of all men, 
slavery says, ‘‘ he shail be imprisoned | 
for life, or suffer death at the discre-— 
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blots over 3,000,000 from the catalogue |abuse the vender of his‘hquors. Yours 


principle of humanity, and is the great 
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tion of the court.” American slavery 8 article;” as. well might the distiller 


of sentient beings, tramples on every |for the right. 


sluce way to all manner of illicit con- | | ‘Baiabridge Oct. 20. 
duct and obscene conversation, and Boges—Dear Sir-—May your 


moral corruption and pollution of the ‘arduous work for good be successful. 
most degrading character. And yet, mpeg ‘sympathy of many friends’ is 
notwithstanding all its destructive ef- | with you. Many prayers arise in uni- 
fects both. as to wealth, learning, mor- ‘son with your own to the throne of him 
ality, and religion, many even in the) who heareth the anguished prayers of 
north would mak us believe that it the oppressed’ and the pleadings of the 
must not be agitated in the church, and tend ofthelowly. Though you stand 


ministers must say nothing about it. |. i+ wore on the watchtower. be as- 
? 
Such ministers had better be at home latired you stand not unnoticed. Many 


at work earning money to send the ‘are looking to you and hoping that 
pel to the heathen, than attempting | you may one day be rewarded with 

to preach it themselves. But enough, seeing crushed humanity arise from 
for the present. Yours, |the dust of oppression and walk in the 
Watrer Bartiert.. of the sun of righteousness. I 


*** Ky, Aug. 22,'55. am, dear Bro., affectionately yours. 


Mr. John Boggs,— Dear Sir.—Four ia W. W. C. 


of your subscribers have concluded to ’ ; 
you ten dollars, and risk getting Huntingdon, ANE 
the subscribers for your Magazine to War and its Widows.” Negro 
that amount. You need not look for Selling Preachers.” 
much aid from preachers in the South! Bro. Boggs:—I have just read thro’ 
until the people get right—their bread | the Aug. No. of the Magazine, and con- 
and butter is atstake. They love ease sider the article on war, etc., and your 
and popularity as well as any class of ‘comment on Elder John J. Rogers’ 
men ; indeed they are so much flatter- jletter and certificates, worth all the 
ed, they are often spoiled. The people;money the Magazine costs for one 
are in fault. year. : | 

It is an easy matter here for men to; No enlightened christian man can 
oppose the discussion of the slavery | read the war news, as being published 

nestion, act as agents to sell *‘ Priest’s |in almost every paper, without shud- 
Bible Defence of Slavery,” sell their ‘dering at the very thought of so much 
fellow man to a brother in the church, ‘human slaughter; still there are men 
and all such like things, and in many whoclaim to be christians, that have 
cases after being wide mouthed eman- |so little regard for the great law of 
cipationists. love, or the teaching of Christ and his 

Bro. Boggs, I think if it is right to | Apostles, that they will laugh, while 
hold man as property, it is also right |reading the sad news from the war de- 
to sell him as such, and use whips, partment. Save me from such a 
hand-cuffs, chains, atid all such things | mockery of Christianity. 
which are necessary to keep him in| And as it respects Elder Rogers’ 
subjection to the will of the master. |letter and certificates, it would take 


I have no patience with men who |scores of such letters and certificates, 


abuse the slave trade, and furnish the | signed by all the Elders and Congress 
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men in Ky. to extricate ‘him from the 
charge of man-selling, and then it 
would not do it ina land of light and 
liberty like ours. Man-selling in any 
judgment is just as had as man-steal- 
ing. I look upon them both as un- 
christian. . Indeed, Brother Boggs, | 
think to deal as property in human 
flesh, as is the case in the slave States 
(in every particular) to be the darkest 
sin on the Globe. 
Brother Boggs, you have just begun 
the war, but the war you’ve just be- 
gun is not a war of flesh and blood, it 
is for Heaven, and it is for God. There 
will be hard things said of you; be ye 
not discouraged, the cause for which 
you plead is oue of justice, righteous- 
ness and truth, and it will certainly 
triumph over all opposition, may God 
help you to fight on, 
Iam your Bro. G. B. Mutuis. 


From my Bondage and my Freedom. 


THE SLAVES LIVE. 


THEIR BOASTED COMFORT AND CONTENTMENT. 

It is the boast of slaveholders, that 
their slaves enjoy more of the physi- 
cal comforts of life than the peasantry 
of any country in the world. My ex- 
perience contradicts this. The men 
and the women slaves on Col. Lloyd’s 
farm, received, as their monthly al- 
lowance of food, eight pounds of pick- 


- 
than a quarter of a pound of meat - 
per day, and legs than a peck of corn- 
meal per week. There is no kind of 
work that a man can do which re- 
quires a better supply of food to pre- 
vent physical exhaustion, than the 
field-work of a slave. -So much for 
the slave’s allowance of food; now 
for his raiment. The yearly allow- 
ance of clothing for the slaves on this 
plantation, consisted of two tow-linen 
shirts—such linen as the coarsest 
crash towels are made of; one pair 
of trowers of the same material, for 
summer, and a pair of trowsers and a 
jacket of woolen, most slazily put to- 
gether, for winter; one pair of yarn 
stockings, and one pair of shoes of 
the coarsest description. The slave’s 
entire apparel could not have cost 
more than eight dollars per year. 
The allowance of food and clothing 
for the little children, was committed 
to their mothers, or to the older slave- 
women having the care of them. 
Children who were unable to work in 
the field, had neither shoes, stockings, 
jackets, nor trowsers given them. 
Their clothing consisted of two coarse 
tow-linen shirts—already described— 
per year; and when these failed them, 
as they often did, they went naked 
until the next allowance day. Flocks 
of little children from five to ten years — 
old, might be seen on Col. Lioyd’s 


led pork, or its eqivalent in fish. The’ plantation, as destitute of clothing as 
pork was often tainted, and the fish any little heathen on the west coast of 
was of the poorest quality—herrings, | Africa ; and this, not merely during 
which would bring very little if offered, the summer months, but during the 
for sale in any northern market. frosty weather of March. The little 
With their pork or fish, they had one girls were no better off than the boys ; 
bushel of Indian all were nearly in a state of nudity. 
which quite fifteen per cent, was fit; As to beds to sleep on, they were 
only to feed pigs. . With this one pint; known to hone. of the field hands; 
of salt was given; and this was the nothing but.a coarse blanket—not so 
entire monthly allowance of a full good as those used in the north to 
rown slave, working constantly in cover horses—was given them, and 
e open field, from morning until this only to the men and womens 


night, every day in the month except, The children stuck themselves in 
Sunday, and living on a fraction more 


holes and corners, about the quarters 5, 
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* often in the corner of the huge chim-|cowskin is a kind of whip seldom seen 
neys, with their feet in the ashes to|in the northern states. It is made 
keep them warm. The want of beds,/entirely of untanned, but dried, ox 
however, was not considered a very|hide, and is about as hard as a piece 
great privation. ‘Time to sleep was/of well-seasoned live oak. It is made 
of far greater importance, for, when) of various sizes, but the usual length 
the day’s work is done, most of the is about three feet. The part held in 
slaves have their washing, mending the hand is. nearly an inch in thick- 
and cooking to do; and, having few/ness; and, from the extreme end of 
or none of the ordinary facilities for the butt or handle, the cowskin tapers 
doing such things, vey many of their its whole length to a point. This 
sleeping hours are consumed in nec-| makes it quite elastic and “pringy- 
essary preparations for the duties of, A blow with it, on the hardest back, 
the coming day. og | will gash the flesh, and make the 
The sleeping apartments—if they blood start. Cowskins are painted 
may be called such—have little regard red, blue and green, and are the fa- 
to comfort or decency. Old and vorite slave whip. [| think this whi 
young, male and female, married and worse than the “ cat-o’-nine-tails.” It 
single, drop down upon the common condenses the whole strength of the 
clay floor, each covering up with his arm to a single point, and comes with 
or her blanket,—the only protection a spring that makes the air whistle. 
they have from cold or exposure. The It is a terrible instrument, and is so 
night, however, is shortened at both handy, that the overseer can always 
ends. The slaves work often as long have it on his person, and ready for 
as they can see, and are late in cook- use. The temptation to use it is ever 
ing and mending for the coming day; strong; and an overseer can, if dis- 
and, at the first gray streak of morn- posed, always have cause for using it. 
ing, they are summoned to the field With him, it is literally a word anda 
by the driver's horn. - blow, and, in most cases, the blow 
More slaves are whipped for over- comes first. 
sleeping than for any other fault, As a general rule, slaves do not 
Neither age nor sex finds any favor. come to tle quarters for either break- 
The overseer stands at the quarter fast or dinner, but take their “ash 
_ door, armed with stick and cowskin, cake” with them, and eat it in the field. 
ready to whip any who may be a few This was so on the home plantation ; 
minutes behind time. When the horn probably, because the distance from the 
is blown, there is a rush for the door, quarter to the field, was sometimes 
and the hindermost one is sure to get two and even three miles. 
a blow from the overseer. Young The dinner of the slaves consisted of 
mothers who worked in the field, were a huge piece of ash cake, and a small 
allowed an hour, about ten o’clock in piece of pork, or two salt herrings. 
the morning, to go home to nurse their Not having ovens, nor any suitable 
children. Sometimes they were com- cooking utensils, the slaves mixed their 
pelled to take their children with meal with a little water, to such thick- 
them, and to leave them in the corner ness that a spoon would stand erect in 
of the fences, to prevent loss of time jt; and, after the wood had burned 
in nursing them. The overseer gen- away to coals and ashes, they would 
really rides about the field on horse- place the dough between oak leaves 
back. A cowskin and a hickory stick and Jay it carefully in the ashes, com- 
are his constant companions. The pletely covering it; hence, the bread 
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is called ash cake. . The surface of this 

uliar bread is covered with ashes 
to the depth of a sixteenth part of an 
inch, and the ashes, certainly, do not 
make it very grateful to the teeth, nor 
render it very palatable. The bran, 
or coarse part of the meal, is baked 
with the fine, and bright scales run 
through the bread. This bread, with 
its ashes and bran, would disgust and 
choke a northern man, but it is qnite 
liked by the slayes. They eat it with 


had afflicted him more or less for sev- 


eral years. 
»~We have known him from his ‘in- 


fancy, and for a number of years he 


was one of our most intimate friends. 


But alas! he has passed to that bourn 
from which no traveler returns, and 
we shall know him no more on earth. 

He was born in Hunterdon Co., 
New Jersey, on the 5th of Feb., 1828. 
His early advantages were very limi- 


avidity, and are more concerned about 
the quantity than about the quality. 
They are far too scantily provided for, 
and are worked too steadily, to be 
much concerned for the quality of their 
food. The few minutes allowed them 
at dinner time, after partaking of their 


ted, receiving only a few months tui- 
tion at a very indifferent ‘“‘ common 
school.” At an early age he was ap- 
prenticed to learn the trade of “shoe 
and boot-making,” where he spent 


coarse repast, are variously spent. several years of his minority. | 


Some lie down on the * turning row,” 
and go to sleep; others draw together, 
and talk; and others are at work with 


In the fall of 1847 he emigrated to 
this state, and located bimself in the 
village of Mt. Healthy, in this Co. 


needle and thread, mending their tat- 


tered garments. Sometimes you may , Where Bro. Wm. Durham, an e der 
hear a wild, hoarse laugh, arise from! brother, resided, and still resides. He 


a circle, and oftenasong. Soon, how- 
ever, the overseer comes dashin 
through the field. “ Tumble up! 
tumble up, and to work, work,” is the 

; and now, from twelve o’clock 
(mid-day) till dark, the human cattle 
are in motion, wielding their clumsy 
hoes ; hurried on by no hope of re- 
ward, no sense of gratitude, no love of 
children, no prospect of bettering their 
condition ; nothing, save the dread and 
terror of the slave-driver’s lash. So 
goes one day, and so comes and goes 
another.— Fred. Douglass. 


“HOWARD DURHAM.” 


_ Many of our readers have, no doubt, 
heard of the recent death of Bro. Dur- 
ham, which took place on the 15th of 
Sep. last at Mount Healthy, O. His 
disease was chronic diarrhea, which 


‘supported himself by working at his 
£'trade. We were at that time located 


at the same place, and during the fol- 
lowing summer had the satisfaction of 
taking his confession of faith in “‘ Jesus 
the Christ, the Son ot the living God,” 


and of burying him in the emblematic 


wave in obedience to the Heavenly 


mandate. 
In the spring of 1849 he commenced 


the publication of a smal) sheet called 
the “ Western Gem,” which soon be- 
came a popular and interesting visitor 
in many families. The “Gem” was 


West,” in the Spring of 1853, and for 
a time it flourished under his fostering 
genius; but owing to an unfortnnate 


editorial alliance he deemed it expedi- 


ent to withdraw from it entirely, and 


superseeded by the “Genius of the 
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soon after commenced the publication | 


of a simular monthly, called the * New 
Western,” which, owing to various djs- 

appointments and discouragements, he 
was compelled: to abandon. He was 
also the publisher of two juvenile pa- 
pers the “Little Forester,” and the 
*¢ Little Traveler,” both of which were 
very happily adapted to the capacity 
of those for whom they were designed. 

_ Bat it was not only as an Editor of 
literary periodicals that he had obtain- 
ed celebrity. He was also a Poet, and 
although his poetical productions are 
not numerous, they: number among’ 


‘CONVERSATION, 


(Purporting to be) between a sguthern Mission- _ 
ary and an educated Indian, on the subject 
of the use of slaves at Christian rae Fin 
among the Indians. | 


Ind. How many races. of men are 
there in the world? 

Miss. Only one race; all are drecithie 
dants of Adam. 

Ind. After the flood, did not. all 
come from Noah? 

Miss. Certainly they did, but Pec 
descended from Adam. 

Ind. How was it then, if all came of 
one man, that some are black ? | 

Miss. That is a hard question for me 
to answer, but we know itigso. Noah 
had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Jap- 


them some of the sweetest stanzas that! het, and as Ham signifies black, | sup- 


can be found in the annals of poesy. 
Who that has read “ Our Angel Boy,” 
published in a former No. of the Mag- 
azine, could fail to admire its touch- 
ing strains ; and ‘‘ My soul is full of 
Music” will immortalize his name 
among the lovers of song or verse. 

In all the relations of life he won 
the esteem of those who knew him. 
As a husband he was devoted; as a 
parent affectionate; as a friend con- 
fiding and true, and as a citizen iden- 
tified with every movement calculated 
to ameliorate the physical or moral 
condition of his fellow man. | 

He has left behind him a wife (to 
whom he was married just five years) 
and his little daughter «‘ Irene,” - ty 
mourn their loss, But we trust that 
their loss is his gain.—That far re- 
moved from the cares and difficulties 
which he had to encounter while among 
us here, he rests from his Jabor, and in 
the resurrection. day will arise to a 
happy immortality. Bi 


pose his posterity must be the negroes, 
although he himself was of the same 
complexion as his brothers, as they had 
the same parents. 

Ind. 1 to know how, if 
he was white, his posterity. became 
black ? 

Miss. Noah was said to be a good 
man but he drank too much wine, on 
a certain occasion, and became drunk, 
and Ham made sport of him, and when 
his father awoke out of his sleep, he 
found this out somehow, he bec 
angry at Ham for his bad conduct, 
cursed him for it, and said: ‘Blessed 
be the Lord God of Shem and annele? 
but, said. he, * Cursed be Canaan 


|servant of servants shall he -be to his 


brethren.” 

Ind. This was not Ham, iboniala but 
one of his sons. . How did_ this hap- 

n, that Canaan was cursed for what 
his father had done, and his other chil- 
dren let go unpunished? but if Canaan 
was cursed, and his posterity after him, 
with servitude, how was it that they 
were made black too? but as the curse 
was only against Canaan, how can we 
contend that his posterity were cursed — 
with servitude, as well as himself? | 

Miss. That is rather too hard a ques- 
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tion to answer, but we think they were 
black, ‘from the fact, that Canaan’s fa 
ther’s name signifies black. We are 
satisfied to have it so’ anyhow, and as 
Ham had his portion in Africa. — 
» Ind. Is that the reason you make 
slaves of the blacks ? 
Miss. That is the best reason we 
can give you. : | 
Ind.Well, tnishappened many years 
, did it not, nearly four thousand 
years back ? but did there not a circum- 
stance take place since that, to bring 
about a change in the order of things? 
What did Jesus Christ come into the 
world for, but to put.an end to all such 
things, and to establish righteousness, 
peace, and justice on the earth, and to 
do away with that of one race of men 
being punished for the sins of another, 
and that of people oppressing one an- 
other? What dees the Testament say 
about that ? wa 
. Miss. Yes, he did; and the Testa- 
ment says, to put an end to sin, and 
finish transgression. This we all con- 
Ind. \f he eame for that purpose; 
and fulfilled his mission, how does it 
happen that sin yet abounds in the 
world ? I should like to be informed 
about that. of 
Miss. Because bad people don’t 
keep his commandments. 
Ind. I wishdow to be informed, how 
it happens, thatthe black people can 
be held in bondage by good mission- 
aries; th&t [am very anxious to know? 
I don’t understand it, and as you are 
here to teach the Indians, | want you 
to explain all a@put it, as I think it is 
wrong, and I don’t’see how it is right 
for even missionaries to do-wrong. 
Miss. | hardly know how to explain 
this to Indians, as I can scarcely un- 
derstand it myself, but I have ‘heard 
our best men’ say, that the blacks are 
‘much enlightened by’ being’ with us, if 


before them; and that they will, if set 
free after a few more generations, know 
better how to appreciate freedom as 
well'as Christianity. 

Ind. Now, as each generation comes 
in, in a state of bondage, they remain 


| so as long as they live, and die so, how 


is the following generation to get any 
light, more than their parents did? I 
should like to know that. re 

‘Miss. | cannot explain that so igno- 


telling them, that as we progress in the 
right path, and our lights shine with 
more brilliancy than our fathers did, so, 
of course, it will illuminate their path 
better, as they follow usinthe ways of 
religion and truth. | 
Ind. | can’t see how you have made 
much progress since the days of John 
Wesley and Adam Clarke, for they ut- 
terly condemned slavery; how can you 
follow them, and hold slaves # | 
Miss. We \et our works show the 
progress we have made—our church 
Discipline shows that. | 
Ind. can read very well, I 
know that your Discipline says, that 
you are fully aware of the great evil of 
slavery. Do you believe with them, 
that slavery is a great evil—a sin ? 
Miss. Of course, we have to do that, 
or we should condemn these men; we 
suppose, if we believe them and the 
Testament, it is an evil—a sin to hold 
a slave. 
Ind. Does your Churh South own 
Wesley and Clarke as your great 
men ? | 
Miss. We are bound to do that, al- 
though they condemn slavery ‘as an 
evil, we expect to bring good out of it 
at last, by enlightening our slaves. 
Ind. Must we continue to do evil, 
that good may come of it? must we sin, 
that grace’may abound? I want that 
- Miss. I can’t answer that, so Indians 


they are in bondage, as they see-80 
‘ much light from ‘us by our godly worth 


gan understand, what is ‘to be done in 


such @ case as this.’ 


rant people can understand, only by ~ 
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Ind. Is the course you.are pursuing, ' tuings, which 1 want yon to explain to 
in accordance with the fact, which the, me. Here are four Missions among 
Prophet exhorts us to observe ; that is, the Shawnees: the Baptist, Quakers, 
to loose the bonds of wickedness, break and what you call, “the Northern 
every yoke, and let the oppressed go’ Methodist.” and your own. The three 
Week. ous; | hist, do not hold slaves, because the 
_ Miss. That would bedifficult for me think slavery is wrong, and go you tell 
to explain to you, being an Indian, so us; but you hold them, and of cotirse 
as to satisfy you, how we can be keep- you think it is not wrong, or you would 
ing such a part as that, while we have noi dareto have them in bondage. Now, 


slaves, and | would rather not have what I want to know is, if it is wro 
for the others to bold slaves, how can it 


much to say about that. 


Ind.-Why don’t you learn your berightfor you toholdthem They tell 


slaves to read the Testament anyhow ; 


us it is contrary to the Bible, to op- 


you tell the Indians it is the Lord’s press. anybody, and as you have the 


ook, you might leara them that much' same kind of a ible, what is the rea- 


at your Sabbath school, and not lose son you don’t see as they do 4 


much of . their time ; as it is the Lord’s 


Miss. All | can say to that, is, that 


Book, let them learn to read it on the of course, we ought to know what is 


Lord’s Day anyhow. 


Miss. I don’t like to say much about 


this matter tothe Indians, and it don’t) wrong path. 
concern them anyhow, so we learn! Ind. What kind 
‘that the Babylonians held as slaves, 


them to read it. 

Ind. Do any of your slaves belong 
to Church ? 

Miss. Yes, some ofthem do. | 

Ind. Do yowhave them in full fel- 
lowship with you and your Indian 
members, at the communion table, and 
in your family devotions ? 

Miss. No, we never do, such a 
course would not do. © 

Ind. When Jesus commands us to 
do to others as we would have others 


do to us, does he mean the blacks too, 


as well as others? 
Miss. 1 suppose he does mean them 
too. | 
Ind. Would any of you missionaries 
wish to be slaves ? ‘oti 
Miss. I suppose not, and now I have 
answered you.so much, that | hope you 
will excuse me. 


_ Ind. I find that you are tired of an- 
swering my questions, but as you are 
here for the purpose of teaching us a. 
knowledge of the Scriptures, by ex- 
plaining them to us, and of what our 
duty is, I wish to ask you a few more. 


right for us todo, before we teach 


others, lest we might lead them ina ~ 


of people was it 


for which they were so bitterly com-— 
cerpen of, for making merchandise of ? 
ere they the descendents of Canaan, 


‘and.all black? I would like to hear 


that explained. 

Migs. I hope not to have to explain 
such things as that, as it would be hard 
for mé to make ignorant people under- 


‘stand it; we can’t attend to all these 


things, and hold slaves. 

Ind. Well, you have not told me 
whether the other missionaries were 
wrong for not holding slaves, and ad- 
vising us to the same course 1# 

Miss. | am not sure about that my- 
self, but just say, that the Indians can 
bat judge us all by oustworks. 

Ind. Would you advise us to fol- 
low their example, or yours, in that 
matter ? | 

Miss. I must beg you not to ask me 
any more such questions, but think of 
what I have told you already; I can’t 
answer that question — Hist. Shawnee 


Miss. 
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THINGS THAT I LIKE TO SEE 


1. I like to see professors of religion 
much engaged while in meeting, and 
when out talk and live just as people of 
the world—it looks as if they could 
turn their hands to anything. 

2. I like to see all the burdens of the 
church borne by a few of its members 
—it looks as if the balance were taking 
care of No, one.” 

3. I like to see a church employ a 
minister to preach for them, and then 


nearly starve him—for it is good for’ 


preachers to practice se/fdeniual. 
4. I like to see a church appoint 


prayer-meetings, and then one-half 


of the members constantly stay at 
home —it looks as if they were striving 
for one world at least. 

5. I like to see church members ab- 
sent themselves from the Lord’s table, 
because they think some of their breth- 


ren have done wrong—it shows they: 


have examined others if not themselves. 

6. I like to see people embrace eve- 
ry new theory that may chance to 
spring up on the subject of religion— 
it looks as if they were determined not 
to be behind the times. 

7. I like to see people go to meet- 
ing and sleep Well through the ser- 
vices—it looks as if they believed the 
** Sabbath ” was a day of rest. 

8. I like to see a professor, when 
some idea is advanced he does not fully 
endorse, rise in his seat and contra- 
dict the speaker—it looks as if he had 

‘large combativeness. . 

. I like to see people cast off their 
preacher, although of acknowledged 
piety, unless he constantly discourses 
some new and exciting topic——it looks 
as if they were fond ot “‘ progression.” 

10. I like to see a preacher when he 
takes his text leave out some of the 
leading words—it looks as if he was a 
man ot discrimination. 

_ 11. I like to hear the preacher al- 
ways talking about the first advent of 


the Savior, which all. his hearers be- 
lieve, and never mention the second, 
which constitutes the ehristian’s hope— 
for it looks as if he had but ‘one 
string to his bow.” bad 

12. I like to hear a speaker stop 
when he gets through his sermon and 
take a@ chew of tobacco—it looks as if 


he was mindful of the “inner man,” 


EXCITEMENT NOT STRENGTH. 


Ovr national characteristic is to,go 
quick-ather than to go straight ; to 
produce an effect rather than to sub- 
mit to a principle. We see this even 
in religion. Stimulants are resorted 
to to produce an emotion either in our- 
selves or in others, forgetting that to 
feel strongly is not always to think 
rightly. Desértion of an evangelical 
family church for one whjch if equally 
orthodox, is at least more popular ;— 
substitution of charity in strangers to 
charity in doors ;—honoring this or 
that object of momentous regard in- 
stead of honoring parents ;—bearing a 
self-imposed cross of public devotion 
instead of that of home humiliation 
which Providence im s—will in- 
dicate a temper which is incapable of 
affording to devotion a permanent sup- 

rt. To flutter is nut to fty. The 

ird that rises the highest soars in its 

remote path almost with unruffled 
pinions. We forget how much calm 
straightforwardness is essential to the 

rfection of :the Christian character, 
and how utterly inconsistent with it is 
what we call excitement. The fact is, 
strong feelings, however valuable they 
may be in developing the plot of a ro- 
mance, must be placed under severe 
control if they desire to work smoothly 
in the domestic machinery. Love to 
others can hardly have fair play when 
there is a perpetual bubbling up with- 
in one’s self. The delicate offices of 
home affection—counselling, comfort- 
ing, encouraging, restraining—can no 


